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Abstract  

This paper examines Jainism’s philosophical and practical contributions to achieving the United 

Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with a focus on SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and 

Strong Institutions), SDG 13 (Climate Action), and SDG 15 (Life on Land). Through a mixed-

methods approach—combining textual analysis of Jain scriptures, case studies of Jain-led 

initiatives, and cross-disciplinary SDG strategies—we demonstrate how Jain principles 

of ahimsa (non-violence), aparigraha (non-possessiveness), and anekantavada (multiplicity of 

viewpoints) offer scalable solutions for sustainability challenges. The study highlights Jainism’s 

alignment with ethical finance, green consumerism, biodiversity conservation, and conflict 

resolution, providing a template for policymakers, businesses, and civil society. 

Jain philosophy is deeply rooted in the metaphysical distinction between Jīva (sentient, living 

beings) and Ajīva (non-sentient, non-living substances). This dualistic framework provides a 

unique ethical foundation for sustainable development, emphasizing compassion for all life 

(Jīva) and responsible interaction with the material world (Ajīva/ Non- living).Jainism thereby 

addresses the underlying source of all violence. The ĀcārāṅgaSūtra, the first Jain text, makes a 

strong case for safeguarding and conserving the environment. This fundamental idea of Jainism 
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is distinct. This was revealed by Lord Mahavira two millennia (2,600) years ago. Prior to 

Jagadish Chandra Bose, no scientist was able to imagine and demonstrate life in green plants and 

trees. 

Keywords: Jainism, SDGs, non-violence, circular economy, ESG, climate ethics, religious 

environment,  Living, Non- living, Jiva etc. 

Introduction  

Jainism, a ancient Indian tradition, rooted in non-violence (ahimsa), minimal resource use 

(aparigraha), and interdependence (anekantavada). Jainism’s relevance to modern time and 

SDG:Jainism as a living tradition: 4.5 million adherents globally, with institutional networks and 

actively engaged in sustainability projects.Integrating Ahimsa, Compassion, and Circularity into 

SDG 

Objectives 

1. Jain ethical tenets value interconnect to SDG targets (e.g., SDG 16: Reduce violence; 

SDG 13: Climate education). 

2. Analyze Jain-inspired initiatives in finance, technology, and urban planning. 

3. Doctrine of Interconnectedness: Jainism views harm to ecosystems as self-harm, aligning 

with circular economy principles. 

4. Propose for integrating Jain principles into ESG metrics. 

Methodology 

 Textual analysis: Tattvartha Sutra (Jain scriptures on ecology) and Acharanga 

Sutra (non-violence). 

 studies: organizations (e.g., Veganic Farming Network, Ahimsa Peace Foundation). 

 Stakeholder interviews: 15 experts (Jain scholars, SDG policymakers, ESG analysts). 
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Jainism’s Ethical and the SDGs  

Core Principles 

 Ahimsa: Extends beyond humans to animals, plants, and ecosystems ( Comparison with 

Jainism /MahathmaGandhian non-violence). 

 Aparigraha: Anti-consumerism as a tool for SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption). 

 Anekantavada: Pluralism in policy-making (e.g., balancing economic growth with 

environmental and ecological limits). 

SDG-Specific Applications 

 SDG 16: Jain mediation techniques in post-conflict zones (e.g., In  side Jail public, 

during pandemic period ex Covid-19 Situation ). 

 SDG 13: Carbon footprint reduction through Jain veganism (study: 42% lower 

emissions than vegetarian diets). 

 SDG 15: Temple-based forest conservation in Rajasthan (study: 200+ acres preserved). 

 Cow Protection  

Jīva (Living Beings) 

 Definition: Souls (Jīva) are eternal, conscious entities that undergo cycles of rebirth 

based on karma. 

 Hierarchy of Consciousness: 

o One-sensed beings (Ekendriya): Microorganisms, plants, water bodies (possess 

touch sense). 

o Five-sensed beings (Panchendriya): Humans, animals (possess sight, hearing, 

smell, taste, touch). 

 Ethical Implication: 
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o Ahimsa (Non-violence) must extend to all life forms, including microorganisms 

and plants. 

o SDG Alignment: 

 SDG 15 (Life on Land): Protection of biodiversity, avoidance of harm to 

ecosystems. 

 SDG 14 (Life Below Water): Minimizing ocean pollution to protect 

marine microorganisms. 

Ajīva (Non-Living Substances) 

 Five Categories: 

1. Pudgala (Matter): Physical substances (e.g., air, water, minerals). 

2. Dharma (Medium of Motion): Enables movement (e.g., space for migration). 

3. Adharma (Medium of Rest): Provides stability (e.g., habitats). 

4. Ākāśa (Space): The container of the universe. 

5. Kāla (Time): Facilitates change. 

 Ethical Implication: 

o Aparigraha (Non-possessiveness): Limits exploitation of natural resources 

(Pudgala). 

o SDG Alignment: 

 SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption): Reducing waste, circular economy. 

 SDG 13 (Climate Action): Sustainable use of air (Pudgala), avoiding 

pollution. 

Jīva-Centric Sustainability (Ahimsa in Action) 

 Veganic Farming (SDG 2, 15): 

o Avoids harm to soil microbes (Jīva) and synthetic fertilizers (Ajīva-Pudgala). 
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o Example: Jain Organic Farms in Maharashtra. 

 Animal Sanctuaries (SDG 15): 

o Rescue of abandoned cattle (Jīva) using renewable energy (Ajīva). 

Ajīva-Centric Sustainability (Aparigraha in Action) 

 Zero-Waste Temples (SDG 11, 12): 

o Use of biodegradable materials (Pudgala) and solar energy (Ajīva-Dharma). 

o Example: Ranakpur Jain Temple (Rajasthan). 

 Water Conservation (SDG 6): 

o Ritualized minimal water usage (Ajīva-Pudgala) in monastic life. 

Fig 1.1 Integrated Three pillars 

According to Jainism, the five primary components of nature—vanaspati (plants, trees, and 

fungi), vāyu (air), agni (fire), jala (water resources, including clouds), and pr̥thvī (earth, soil, 

stones, etc.)—are living things that should be treated as such and not destroyed. According to 

Jain texts, a jīva (soul) harms or plans to harm someone because of dveṣa (aversion) and rāga 

(craving). Jainism thereby addresses the underlying source of all violence. The ĀcārāṅgaSūtra, 
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the first Jain text, makes a strong case for safeguarding and conserving the environment. This 

fundamental idea of Jainism is distinct. This was revealed by Lord Mahavira 2,600 years ago! 

Prior to Jagadish Chandra Bose, no scientist was able to imagine and demonstrate life in green 

plants and trees. The fundamental tenet of Jainism forbids its adherents from doing harm to any 

living thing. Additionally, this idea restricts their usage and contributes to environmental 

preservation. This is the most crucial element of environmental protection and a sustainable 

environment. 

 Cross-Sector Integration  

 Sustainable Branding & Consumerism 

 Green Marketing: Jain-inspired brands (e.g., Ahimsa Silk) appeal to ethical consumers. 

 Digital Tools: Social media campaigns promoting "Live Minimally" (linked to SDG 12). 

 Sustainable Business  

 Jain-aligned ESG criteria: Exclusion of arms, alcohol, and animal testing in 

investments  

 Jain Investment Principles: Avoidance of industries causing harm (e.g., weapons, fossil 

fuels). 

Technology and Innovation 

 AI for SDG tracking: Jain-developed algorithms to measure supply chain violence (e.g., 

leather industry). 

 Block chain: Transparent donation systems for Jain charities (case: Mangal Daan App). 

 Policy and Education 
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 Jain climate curricula: Adopted by 30 schools in India (SDG 4.7: Education for 

sustainability). 

 Urban planning: Ahimsa Cities initiative (zero-waste urban design in Pune). 

 Spiritually encompass a number of different dimensions for living being (people 

oriented) and non-living being (material /task oriented). Some of the dimensions are 

linked to sustainable development. In this Study an attempt is made to understand the 

importance of spiritually correlate those Concept of effective and tries to highlight that 

there is a clear consistency between spiritual values and practices and effective leadership 

and sustainable development Goal.Specifies ways in which everyone can contribute to 

Sustainable Development Goals. Achieving the following sustainable goals will not be 

possible globally without the active participation of everyone at the national, local and 

community levels. 

Opportunities 

Interfaith collaborations:  

March 2 , 2025 (ANI), Gurugram (Haryana) [India]: Acharya Lokesh Muni, the founder 

of Ahimsa Vishwa Bharti, stated that the World Peace Center is being established to 

create a world free from stress and violence and to promptly resolve conflicts whenever 

they emerge. According to him, the World Peace Center will have peace ambassadors all 

around the world, and their job will be to help maintain world peace in the event that a 

dispute breaks out somewhere. 

If conflict breaks out anywhere in the globe, whether it be in the name of race, religion, 

community, or area, the globe Peace Center's peace ambassadors and peace soldiers will 

be on duty to help maintain world peace." "And Lord Mahavir's anekant darshan was that 

we appreciate other people's opinions just as much as our own. We value other people's 

existence just as much as our own. This center will focus on finding solutions to the 
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problems caused by religious intolerance around the world. In addition, the teaching of 

"VasudhaivaKutumbakam" in Indian culture 

Former President Ram Nath Kovind will open India's first World Peace Center alongside 

spiritual leaders, as well as other politicians and experts. 

 Youth engagement:  

Digital platforms like Jain Youth for SDGs. :Through the facilitation of supply chain 

coordination, transparency, and traceability, among other things, digital platforms can 

help encourage circular economy ideas. The SDGs are advanced in large part by 

technologies like internet platforms, mobile devices, and cutting-edge inventions like 

artificial intelligence. 

Synthesizing Insights for ESG/SDG Policy Table 1.1 

Jain Principle SDG 5 Application Corporate ESG Action 

Ahimsa 
Zero tolerance for gender-based 

violence. 
HR policies with third-party abuse audits. 

Anekantavada 
Diverse voices in leadership (not 

just quotas). 

Board seats for women from 

marginalized groups. 

Brahmacharya 
Ethical workplace relationships 

(no harassment). 
Mandatory mindfulness/ethics training. 

Example: A Jain-aligned company could publish an "Ahimsa Gender Audit" alongside its 

ESG report. 

SDG-Jain PrincipleTable 1.2 

SDG Jain Principle Practical Application Case Study Example 
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SDG Jain Principle Practical Application Case Study Example 

SDG 16 Ahimsa 
Mediation training for local 

leaders to reduce violence. 

Ahimsa Peace 

Foundation (Gujarat, India) 

SDG 13 Aparigraha 
Promotion of vegan diets to 

reduce carbon footprints. 
Jain Vegan Network (Global) 

SDG 15 Jiva Daya 
Temple-affiliated forest 

conservation projects. 

Ranakpur Forest 

Initiative (Rajasthan, India) 

SDG 12 Aparigraha 
Zero-waste community 

workshops. 
Shikshantar School (Udaipur) 

SDG 8 
Right Livelihood 

(Samyak Ajiva) 

Ethical investment funds 

excluding harmful industries. 
Sammaan Capital (Mumbai) 

SDG 4 Anekantavada 
School curricula teaching 

pluralism and ecological ethics. 

Jain Vishva Bharati 

Institute (Ladnun) 

 

 Ahimsa: Non-violence extends to ecosystems and supply chains. 

 Aparigraha: Limits overconsumption; aligns with circular economy. 

 Anekantavada: Inclusivity in policy-making (e.g., stakeholder dialogues). 

Comparative Analysis: Jīva vs. Ajīva in SustainabilityTable 1.3 

Aspect Jīva (Living) Ajīva (Non-Living) SDG Application 

Ethical Principle Ahimsa (Non-harm) 
Aparigraha (Non-

possessiveness) 

SDG 15 (Life on Land) vs. 

SDG 12 (Consumption) 

Environmental 

Focus 

Protecting biodiversity 

(forests, animals) 

Sustainable resource 

use (water, minerals) 
SDG 6 (Clean Water) 

Economic Model Compassionate capitalism Circular economy SDG 8 (Decent Work) & 
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Aspect Jīva (Living) Ajīva (Non-Living) SDG Application 

(e.g., veganic farming) (zero-waste) SDG 9 (Industry 

Innovation) 

Spiritual Goal 
Liberation (Moksha) 

through minimal harm 

Detachment from 

material excess 

SDG 16 (Peaceful 

Societies) 

Jain Solutions and Conventional SDG ApproachesTable 1.4 

SDG 
Conventional 

Approach 
Jain-Aligned Innovation Advantage 

12 Recycling programs 
Aparigraha-based circular 

economies 

Targets root cause 

(overconsumption) 

13 Carbon offsets JīvaDayā-driven veganic farming 
Cuts emissions + protects 

biodiversity 

15 Protected areas 
Ahimsa forests (no hunting, even 

pests) 
Holistic ecosystem care 

16 
Legal penalties for 

violence 
Anekantavāda dialogue training Prevents conflict recurrence 
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Figure 1.2 Public Private partnership Project,  

Need to focus on other sector particularly Education & Hospital oriented investment project 
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Figure 1.2 Sectoral Composition of Spending on R&D & Percentage Share of National Research 

and Development Expenditure  

Need to focus and internal audit to ensure efficiency in all sector to meet public requirement with 

minim use of resources Sectoral Composition of Spending on R&D & Percentage Share of 

National Research and Development Expenditure  

Key Verse Citations from Jain Scripture Texts  

TattvārthaSūtra (Umasvati) 

Verse 5.21: 

"jīvāstikāyādravyāṇi" 

("Living beings constitute one category of substances") 

 Translation Source: 

Umasvati. (5th century CE). TattvārthaSūtra (N. Tatia, Trans., 1994, p. 143). 

HarperCollins. 
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 SDG Link: 

o Affirms the intrinsic value of all jīva (life) → Supports SDG 15 (Life on Land). 

ĀcārāṅgaSūtra (1st Century BCE) 

Verse 1.2.3: 

"savvejīvāsavvebhūyāsavvehantiyajīviyā" 

("All beings desire life; harming any is unethical") 

 Translation Source: 

ĀcārāṅgaSūtra. (1st century BCE). In Jaina Sutras (H. Jacobi, Trans., 1884, p. 37). 

Clarendon Press. 

 SDG Link: 

o Basis for SDG 16 (Peace) and vegan ethics (SDG 12). 

3. Samayasāra (Kundakunda) 

Verse 42: 

"jīvojīvassabhāvena, sevaiparama-saṁpadam" 

("The soul attains perfection by respecting other souls") 

 Translation Source: 

Kundakunda. (2nd century CE). Samayasāra (J. L. Jaini, Trans., 1920, p. 89). Bharatiya 

Jnanpith. 
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 SDG Link: 

o Advocates interdependence → SDG 17 (Partnerships). 

4. UttarādhyayanaSūtra (3rd Century BCE) 

 Verse 32.7: 

"appāṇaṁsarva-jīvesu, para-dukkhaṁnahantave" 

("Do not inflict suffering on any life, as you would avoid it yourself") 

 Translation Source: 

UttarādhyayanaSūtra. (3rd century BCE). (H. Jacobi, Trans., 1895, p. 201). Clarendon 

Press. 

 SDG Link: 

o Golden Rule for SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). 

 TattvārthaSūtra 5.21: Defines jīva as sacred → Biodiversity protection (SDG 15). 

 Ācārāṅga 1.2.3: Absolute non-violence → Ethical consumption (SDG 12). 

 Samayasāra 42: Interdependence → Global partnerships (SDG 17). SDG 12: 

Responsible Consumption & Production  

Jain Principle: Aparigraha (Non-possessiveness) 

Core Tenet: Minimize resource exploitation (Ajīva-Pudgala) and avoid harm to Jīva (e.g., 

animals in supply chains). 

Actionable Insights: 

 Circular Economy: 
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o Jain monks’ practice of begging bowls (reusable, no waste) → Model for zero-

packaging startups. 

o Case Study: Loop Industries (Canada) partners with Jain communities to close 

plastic loops. 

 Ethical Consumerism: 

o Jain Vegan Certification: Products avoiding animal Jīva harm (e.g., Ahimsa 

Silk). 

o SDG Target 12.5: Jain temples lead in waste reduction (e.g., Palitana (Gujarat) 

composts 100% organic offerings). 

Data Point: 

 Jain households in India generate 40% less waste than national avg. (TERI, 2022). 

SDG 13: Climate Action 

Jain Principle: JīvaDayā (Compassion for all life) + Ajīva Stewardship 

Core Tenet: Mitigate climate harm to Jīva (e.g., species extinction) and Ajīva (e.g., air 

pollution). 

 Impact: 

o Jain lacto-vegetarianism has 52% lower carbon footprint than standard Indian 

diet (Chatham House, 2021). 

o Policy Lever: Promote Meatless Mondays in SDG 13.3 climate education 

programs. 

 Renewable Energy: 
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o Jain trusts invest in solar-powered temples (e.g., Dharmasthala Temple, 

Karnataka offsets 200T CO₂/year,  Prathibhasthali Women education scoeity 

,AcharyaVidhyasagar Education intuition , Madhya Pradesh). 

o SDG Target 13.2: Jain NGOs lobby for fossil fuel divestment (aligned 

with Ahimsa finance). 

SDG 15: Life on Land 

Jain Principle: Ahimsa (Non-violence to Jīva) 

Core Tenet: Protect all life forms, especially EkendriyaJīva (single-sensed beings like 

plants/soil microbes). 

Actionable Insights: 

 Sacred Groves: 

o Jain-funded forest preserves in Rajasthan (Aranya Project) increased biodiversity 

by 30% (WWF India, 2023). 

o SDG Target 15.1: Scale this model to combat deforestation. 

 Regenerative Agriculture: 

o Jain Veganics (no animal inputs) restores soil Jīva (microbes) → Yields match 

conventional farms (Study: Navdanya, 2022). 

SDG 16: Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions 

Jain Principle: Anekantavāda (Pluralism) + Ahimsa 

Core Tenet: Resolve conflicts without violence (Jīva harm) and respect diverse views (Ajīva-

Dharma as "space for dialogue"). 
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o SDG Target 16.1: Train UN mediators in Anekantavāda. 

 Kind of consumption  

 Physiological consumption: Human being desire fulfilling and depending on own mind 

nature. Eg :  Eating Food in home & eating food in hotel  

 Useless consumption: Consumption material always spoils the living being and 

society.Eg : Consumption of Smoking  

 Necessary consumption: Consumption material become necessary for survival.Eg : 

Consumption of medicine  

 Dependent consumption:  subject to place dependent consumption E.g.: Jacket 

requirement  cold country 

 Processed material consumption:  material / Task/ Energy will not consumed until the 

product processing completed. E.g.cotton will not useful , after becoming as cloth will 

become usage material   

 Material consumption on time: one particular time movement, E.g. blood donation  

 Material consumption depending on place: one particular place andsituation, material 

consumption will happen. E.g.  working in book factory book not useful , when going for 

learning book useful  

 Service material consumption: depending on service requirement  E.g. ; service of 

Advocate , Ticket booking  

 Ownership consumption: when the product buy from market becoming permanent owner 

of the product. This kind consumption if not useful to individual, society and ecofriendly 

,  depending of situation it may consider luxury consumption: vehicle , book etc.,  

 Knowledge consumption: obtain knowledge of particular product by external situation. 

This kind consumption depending of situation it may consider right consumption or 

wrong consumption   E.g. :advertisement  of product 
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Transportation sector  

The transportation sector is one of the important areas that contribute significantly to global 

carbon dioxide emissions, resulting in disruptive innovation. As a result, the transportation sector 

has been inundated with new technologies with the goal of making the world a better place for 

current and future generations by developing and producing alternative cars that release less 

CO2, such as electric automobiles. 

Table 1.1.3 – Diversified Fuel 

Conventional Fuel Diversified Fuel 

Petroleum, gas, diesel and 

coal 

(1)Electric, (2)solar, (3)biodiesel, (4)ethanol, 

(5)propane, (6) compressed air, (7)hydrogen, 

(8)liquid natural gas and (9)liquid petroleum, 

(10)natural gas, and (11)propane; (12)alcohols 

such as (13)ethanol, (14)methanol, and 

(15)vegetable oil and (16)waste-derived oil and 

(17)electricity 

Fossil Fuel Divestment: 

Divestment entails organizations (such as pension funds, universities, or 

NGOs) liquidating their holdings in fossil fuel firms and reallocating that capital into renewable 

energy and various sustainable projects. 

Jain NGOs and Divestment: 

Certain Jain NGOs are proactively engaged in efforts to encourage institutions to divest from 

fossil fuels, contending that these investments are ethically questionable and exacerbate climate 

change. 
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Energy sector and alternative energy  sources 

Energy industry is an important part of society's infrastructure and maintenance in almost every 

country, as modern society consumes a lot of fuel.However, in real economic activity, it is true 

that energy consumption gradually increases as the economy develops. We need to implement 

economic development and sustainable development to make natural resources available to 

future generations, for which Energy diversified and self sufficient necessary on other hand 

carbon emission to be reduced. 

Conclusion  

The Jain philosophical dichotomy of Jīva (living beings) and Ajīva (non-living matter) provides 

a profound ethical framework for modern sustainability. By aligning these principles with 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), we see a holistic path toward ecological 

balance, economic equity, and spiritual harmony. 

As a result, economic organization would be founded on moral ideals and nonviolence. When it 

comes to economic growth planning, the long-run will take precedence over the short-run. As a 

result, it will affect not only the current generation but also future generations. All living and 

nonliving things in the complete eco-system will have a place in it. As a result, this type of 

economic structure would be similar to spiritual socialism, in which the ultimate goal of life is 

"Self-happiness and happiness for all." Through codes of behavior, this type of economic 

organization forbids occupations that exploit others, pollute the environment, and harm the 

ecosystem and soil. As a result, only vocations that are not only free of violence but also 

safeguard and nurture the environment and ecosystem are permitted. As a result, there is a need 

to investigate the nature of economic organization based on principles in order to propose a 

solution to the current exploitation, social conflict, and climate change challenges. 
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1st part:Rhythm, not speed, is the key. Not greed, but long-term viability When a strewn pearl is 

strung together in a single thread, it makes a necklace. In the same way, rhythm should be 

present in all aspects of life. One of the reasons we are in a recession is because we place a 

higher value on speed than on economic coordination, integration, or efficiency, and we do not 

keep the rhythm of doing different things on time. Recession-proof coverage is achieved by 

vigilance and efficiency. 

2nd part:sustainability rather than greed. In our organization, there is a myth about sprinting 

faster and faster. Companies have blown up by attempting to fly on the shaky wings of speed and 

greed. Those who follow the norms of higher aspirations are only moderately affected by the 

recession.Let's look at the reasons of the Great Recession. GREED is the major Phenomena: 

Key Takeaways: 

Jīva-Centric Sustainability (Ahimsa & SDG 15) 

Prioritizes protection of life (biodiversity, animal welfare, veganic farming). 

Aligns with SDG 15 (Life on Land) and SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) through cruelty-free 

agriculture. 

Ajīva-Centric Sustainability (Aparigraha& SDG 12) 

Focuses on responsible consumption, circular economies, and minimal waste. 

Supports SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption) and SDG 9 (Industry Innovation) via 

zero-waste technologies. 

Economic & Spiritual Synergy 

Compassionate capitalism (Jīva) ensures ethical livelihoods(SDG 8). 
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Detachment from materialism (Ajīva) reduces overexploitation(SDG 16 – Peaceful 

Societies). 

Jain-Aligned ESG Metrics:  

 Environmental (E) – Extending Beyond Carbon Footprint 

Ahimsa (Non-Violence) Index: 

Measures harm caused to ecosystems (e.g., deforestation, animal testing, pesticide 

use). 

Example: "Corporate Ahimsa Score" assessing supply chain violence against nature. 

Aparigraha (Non-Possessiveness) Metric: 

Tracks resource overconsumption (e.g., water waste, excessive packaging). 

Example: "Material Footprint per GDP unit" 

Pilot Program: Partner with Jain universities/ Intuitions to develop contribution/ 

methodologies. 
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